352.074 2h 


Ck 
1862-63 
od 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The Selectmen charge themselves with the following 


amount drawn from the Treasury 
And account for the same as follows : 
: Improvement on Highways. 
1862, 
June 7, Paid B. P. Robie, plow and labor in Dist. No.14. $2 31 
Dec, 20, J. T. Kendall, 300 feet plank 3 50 
22, Charles Stevens, plank and labor on bridge 
near Amos Stevens’ 20 39. 
N. S. Morse, labor on highway 1861 2 50 
Lewis Sanborn, plank 1 72 
O. True, 9 78 
Breaking Roads. 
Paid N. R. West, Feb. and March, 1862 7 15 
J. T. Kendall, * Mf & 4 80 
FB. Clay, § - “sg 60 
games D. Lane, se € " ? §O 
R. C. Lawrence, “ i ” 9 45 
Jonathan Shaw, ‘“ g 13 60 
John Wason, £ _ . 14 20 
Daniel Sanborn, “ ? $ 1] 84 
William Weeks, ‘“ u f 9 50 
Elisha Richardson, ‘ Me ue 21 90 
S$. W. Edwards, ‘ a “ 8 00 
L. D. Rollins, “a ae . 22 81 
Jemes Hook, December, 1862 $15 
Rufas Moore, ms ae 40 
1. B. Cheswell, January, “ 8 70 
L. C. Stevens, af “4 1 85 
QO. True, ch ae 6 30 
George S. Underhill, ‘ « 15 50 
Wm. Weeks, ie “3 1 69 
Non-Resident Taxes Worked Ont. 
Paid Hazen Mills 
Printing Fown Accounts, 

March 8, Paid T. J. Whittem 18 00 
Sept. 11, Charles O. Rogers, advertisement 1 00 


$10,042 93 


40 20 


172 24 


37 56 


19 00 


Sept. 27, 


May 26, 


June 24, 
Sept. 26, 


Feb. 1 


4 


Superintending School Committee. 


Paid H. O. Howland 
Luther Fitz 


Cemetery. 


Paid George W. Wilcomb 
: Benj. Davis, stone work and painting 


Town Hall. 
Paid George W. Wilcomb 


Stationery. 
Paid T. J. Melvin, blanks and paper 


Debts Paid. 


Paid Derry Bank 
Abigail Currier, on note 
Granite State Bank 
Moses Haselton, on note 


Abatement of Taxes. 


Paid F. Hazeltine, on barn burnt 
Hiram Basford, error 
David Shaw, Jr., < 
Robert P. Shirley, 

Thomas A. McDuffee, over 70 
Nason H. Hall, 1859 
Franklin A. Morse, 1860-1 


James Ayer, 1861 
N. Sleeper, eS 
Walter Card, xt 
Warren Foss, “: 
Aaron Everett, " 
Rufus Sanborn, . 


Frederic Spollet, a 

The Daniel Osgood place error 

Daniel McDonald, deceased 

Town Farm School and School-house tax 
Thomas B. Hurlburt 


10 06 
10 00 


2 50 
63. 85 


500 00 
25 00 
500 25 
10 97 


2 64 
4 45 
1 36 
53 
73 
64 
10 
68 
68 
15 
68 
68 
68 
68 
75 
3l 
60 
18 


OE ee ee ee ee) 


—~ 


Bounty to Soldiers under Town Vote. 


Paid Aaron Everett 
Joseph Everett, balance due 
Oliver Dunovan 
James Buchannarn 


33 00 
38 67 
33 00 
33 00 


66 35 . 


1,036 22 


48 52 


102 67 


; 
3) 


ounty to Soldiers’ Families to May on, FSG? 
Paid Mrs James Gerah 
George L. Brown 


“« C. L. Weymouth 
“ Frederic Spollet 
Blaisdell 


‘© John L. 


“ Joseph Dane 


“  S. S. Gale 

“« W.L. Gale 

“« J. M. M. Elliot 
Pek? Smith 
«John Robinson 
“ F.S. Clay 

‘« B. F. Morse 


“ Josiah D. Morse ~ 


“Henry D. Dayis 
‘« Ed. Jones 


‘¢ “A. S. Nichols 


* Helen M. Brown 
“« §. C. McDuifee 


Ge 
39 
28 
16 

8 
40 


13 


28 
9 
26 
44 
30: 
88 
3l 
34 
104 
20 
33 


os 
CO 
00 
43 
12 
00 
00 
60 
60 
00 
00 
00 
80 
60 
09 
00 
56 
20 


604 91 


Bounty to Soldiers’ Families due from the State fromr 
Miay 30, 3862. 


Paid Mrs. James Gerah 


George L. Brown 
C. LL. Weymouth 
F. Spollet 

Johor L. Blaisdell 
S. S. Gale 

W.L. Gale 

J. M. M. Elliot 
P. KR. Smith 
John Robinson 
F.S. Clay 

B. }*. Morse 
Josiah D: Morse 
Henry D. Davis 
E. Jones 

A. 8S. Nichols 


Emerson Childs 


John A. Haselton 

Luther C. Stevens 

David C. French 

Samuel V. Osgood 

John W. West 2d 

E. T. Robie 

John Underhill 
Willey 

8S. C. McDuffee 


“Helen M. Brown 
Mr. 


Jacob Mead 


Mrs, Daniel Clay 


French 


10 


ié 


Dec. 10, 


ae 24, 
March 6, 
Feb. 6, 

se 15, 
Jan. 30, 
March, 

“e Ek: 

“ce 46 
July 30, 
March 1, 


ee 


March 2, 
ac 6, 
sé 1, 


August 28, 


July 6, 


Feb. 15, . 


1862 


, 1863 


76 
70 
108 
74 


36. 


104 


39° 


72 
98 
68 
64 
92 
108 
108 
24 
108 
32 
48 


00 
00 
OU 
86 
CO 
00 
00 


‘00 


40 
OO 
OO 
OU 
00 
00 
00 


1,740 04 


-¥862. 
Sept. 


Oct. 


6 
Bounty to Returned Soldiers. 


Paid Joseph R. Morse 48 00: 
Ed. Jones 48 00 
David Dearborn 32 00 
James Gerah 24 00 


Paid D: J. Marston. 100 00 
J. Underhill + 100 00 
W. J. Hills 100 006 
K. T. Robie 100 00: 
J. M. M. Elliot 100 00 
N. West Jr. : 100 00: 
D..S. West 100 00: 
Sewall W. Tenney 100 00 
W. C. Coolidge . 100 00 
Cyrus EK. Roberts 100 00 

Bounty to Nine Wionths’ Men. 

Paid Samuel V. Osgood 150 00 
Mathew Forsaith 150 00 
David C. French 150 00. 
David F. Clay 150 00: 
Marstin L. Brown ~ 150 00 
Milton S. Brown 150 00; 
John S. Currier 150 00 
Emerson H. Childs 150 00 
John A. Haselton 150 00: 
Henry N. Brown 150 00: 
Benj. F. Spofford 150 00: 
D. L. R. Sanborn 150 00. 
¥. S. Wileomb 150 00 
George M. D. Mead: 150 00 
Luther C. Stevens 150 00 
John W.. West 2d 150 00 
Wallace T. Larkin 150 00 
Albert F. B. Edwards. ,150 00 — 

School Woney.. 

Paid District No. 1 181 14 
Pe, torxD 109 28 
aS ewer 110 27 
7 4 50 30 
SF 5 43 04 
* “46 51. 42 
‘6 aly f 59 64 
ee mn ele | 71 43 
id $60 38 61 
e¢ ~ 30, 388 91 
bas « 1. in Auburn. 11 00 


Bounty to. Three Years’ Men. 


152 00. 


1,000 00: 


2,700 00: 


765 04 


1862. 


April. 


T 


School House Tax. 


Paid Moses Webster, District No. 2 30 OO 
Charles Stevens, rie 8 30 00: 


State and County Tax. 


Paid State Treasurer 245 60 
County Treasurer 505 59 


Town Agent Suit with Piaistow. 


Paid T. J. Melvin’s bill for witnesses’ fees 38 18 
f time and expenses 5 38 


Watering Troughs. 
Paid Aaron Ball rot 
N.S. Morse, 1861 3 00 


Pauper Expenses. 


Paid Edmund Sleeper, (see his report). 
Off the Farm 


Collector’s Services. 
Paid Hazen Mills 


Town Clerk’s Services. 
Paid W. F. Robie 


John Dearborn’s Bill, 1859. 
Boarding and clothing John Underhill 


Auditor’s Services. 


Town Treasurer’s Services. 


-T. J. Melvin 
Selectmen’s Services. 
Thomas J.. Meivia 87 00 
Edwin Haselton 18 25 
William T.Green —~ 11 00 


Selectmen’s Expenses. 


60 


43 


10 


28 


66 


OG 


1> 


56 


25 


12. 


8 


D THE TOWN OF CHESTER in account with C 
r THOMAS J. MELVIN, Treasure. Ul 


Cash paid for By 
Tmprovement on highways 40 20) Balance in Treasury Noy. 1862 6 67 
Breaking out roads 172 24 | Collector’s list for 1861 1,026 68 
Non-resident taxes worked out 37 56 | Literary fund and R.R.tax 102 60 
Printing 19 00 ; Liquor Agency 72 00 
Sup’g School Committee 20 00 | Granite State Bank 489 50 
Cemetery 66 35 | From the State 1,523 25 
Town Hall 2 00} L. C. True & Lucy A. Green 400 00 
Stationery 4 50|L.C. True 200 00 
Debts paid 1,036 22 | John Ordway 1,000 09 
Abatement of taxes 48 52} John Locke 2,400 00 
Bounty to soldiers 102 67 | William Crawford 1,000 00 
Bounty to soldiers’ families 654 91 Cheswell 350 00 
Pe ae 1,740 04 Brown 125 00 
+ 3 years’ men 1,000 00 Brown 125 00 
‘s 9 months’ men 2,700 00 | Use of Town Hall 300 00 
Returned soldiers 152 00] H. Mills, Collector 2,056 09 
School money 765 04} Due the Treasurer 163 14 
School-house tax 60 00 ma 
State and county tax 751 19 $10,042 93 
Lown agent 43 56 
Watering troughs 4 21 
Pauper expenses 445 10 
Collector 54 75 
‘Pown Clerk 10 00 
John Dearborn 28 50 
Auditors 3 00 
‘Treasurer 6 00 
Selectmen 66 25 
Selectmen’s expenses 9 12 


$40,042 93 


9 
Statement. 


The Town is indebted as follows : 


To the Estate of Josiah Seavey, interest added 2,005 84 
Estate of Jacob Chase, 176 79 
Abigail Currier ¢ 1,750 84 
Moses Haselton ¥ 60 00 
L. C. True August 18, 1862 200 00 
Lucy A. Green ¢ 200 00 
z B. Cheswell September at pee 350 00 
L. C. True 24. 4 200 00 
John Ordway eee,» £8 1,000 00 
John Locke lh Se yas oe 1,400 00 
Milton S. Brown October c 125 00 
A. F. B. Brown ¥ 125 00 
William Crawford Os 24 es 1,000 00 
T. J. Melvin, Treasurer 163 14 
$8,756 61 

The following sums are due the Town: 
Note J. D. Bell ~ 25-00 
Due from the State 1,740 04 
et ad 152 00 
Cash in as hands of Collector : 681 09 
$2,598 13 
Balance against the Town 6,158 48 


Chester, Feb. 23, 1863. 
We have this day examined the foregoing account of the Selectmen and 
Town Treasurer, and find the same correctly cast, with proper vouchers for 
dhe several charges. JAMES M. KENT, 
HIRAM BASFORD, 
SILAS F. LEARNARD, 


Auditors. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 


OF THE 


OVERSEER OF THE POOR OF CHESTER, 
For the year ending Feb. 22, i863. 


TOWN FARM. 


Receipts. 

By cash received of County 349 00 
«produce and labor 44 81 
“Town Treasury 375 99 

769 80 
Eixpenditures: 
1862. Paid Bills as follows : 
April 3, 26 1-2 lbs of sole leather 6 62 
May 12, 500 lbs plaster 2 00 
25, 1 cow of Walter Morse 30 00 
12, 3 bu. barley 3 00 
: 3 bu. rye 3 00 
8, Coffin for Prescott 2 50 
14, 2 bags rye meal 3 40 
June 17, 2 pigs 4 00 
16, Sundries bought at Z. Hill’s auction 1 54 
28, 1 hog of N. R. West 9 60 
July 19, J qnt. pollock fish 175 
27 lbs. tongues and sounds 1 62 
1 bag of salt 1 58 
_ 495 
Aug. 27, 30 3-4 Ibs. salt pork 307 
Sept. 6, 2 pair door rollers 1 25 
7 1-2 lbs. iron 38 
_— 1 63 
Sopt. 6, 3 window sash 117 
6, 4 bu. meal 2 90 
Noy. 6, 1 cow of Caleb Peasley 22 00 
1 ox of Henry Mills 70 00 
Dee. 15, 201 lbs beef 10 05 
Blacksmith bill J. R. Gordon 6 20 
Sept. 39 1-4 Ibs. of pork 3 93 
Oct. 25 3-4 Ibs. of pork 2 57 
_— 6 50 


Sept. 23, 


Feb. 7, 


Sept. 


Oct. 


il 


Butcher’s bill Geo. H. Bell 9 48 
Credit by hides 6 37 

—— 3 06 
Labor on wood shed C. B. Hall 17 70 
Lumber for “© ‘“ Ed. Adams 83 26 


Chesnut Timber M & C. 3 80 
* 54 76 
Sundries James Hook 22 05 
Doctor’s bill J. P. Whittemore 1 00 
Cooper’s. bill C. S, Witcomb 4 65 
22 3-4 bu. corn 20 47 
250 Ibs. beef , 12 50 
Pig A. S. Dearborn 2 25 
Blacksmith bill D, Carrier 3 68 

2 flannel shirts 200 

1 shovel 95 
— 2 95 

Paid Melvin & Crawford’s bill 
48 lbs. ‘Tobacco 8 00 
10 Ibs. potash 90—8 3-4 Ibs. rosin 20 110 
Bbl. four $7, 29 gals. molasses 10 44 17 44 
4 yds sheeting 55, Mar. 10, 1 1b. tea 80, 

14th, yarn 27, 15th sheeting 18, 1 80 


1 bbl. flour 7 20, thread and chalk lines 24, 7 44 
15 lbs. potash 135, cash 17, handkerchief 12, 1 64 


12 figs tobacco 48, May 5th, 1 bag salt 25, 73 
30 lbs. clover seed 2 70, bu. H. G. seed 2 25, 

bu. Red Top 92, 5 87 
9 yds. denim 1 71, 9 1-4 lbs. coffee 2 00, 

2 bu. salt 1 20 491 
2 plow points 87, 1 hoe 55, 3 papers seed 12 ~—1.:«54 
9 yds print1 17, 3 yds sheeting 45, 1 62 
1 bbi. flour 7 00, rope 37, 1 1b tea 80, 817 
2 qts. kerosene 22, 5 yds sheeting 75, 

44 yards sheeting 6 60, 757 
1 lb linen thread 1 20, 3 hanks 15, 2 lbs 14 oz, 

hops 58, » 193 


10 lbs sugar 1 00, 1 3-4 lbs wrought nails 21, 1 21 
Rake 20, 2 scythes 1 60, rifles 6, soap 11, 2 lbs. 
soda 12, 2 09 
Fork 50, rake 20, bbl flour 6 50,1 Ib pepper 24, 7 44 
10 lbs sugar 1 00, bbl flour 6 50, cask nails 4 00, 11 50 
1 lb powder 25, 2 lbs soda 12, lock 12, thread, 73 
&c., 24, : 
Bu. salt 60, 1 1b tea 85, 88 lbs. nails 3 52, 
chalk lines and chalk 11, 5 08 
4 |b wrought nails 40, 1 hdgs 50, 3& lights 114, 204 
1-2 1b sultpetre 8, 8 yards print 1 44, butts, 
hinges and screws 25, 177 
1-2 gal, kerosene 24, 8 lbs nails 32,2 lbs soap16, 72 
1G lbs nails 45, 2 bbls flour 13 00, leather 80, 
thread 17, 14 42 


321 50 


é 12 


1-2 lb tobacco 35, 1 chamber 25, 3-4 lb hops 
19, sperm oil 45, 1 24 
27 gals. molasses 8 64, 1 Ibhops 24, 1 Ibtea 106, 9 94 
1 tub 92, 1 bu. salt 60, cassia 12, cloves 8, 22 
4 3-4 yds print 86, 2 brooms 61, 7 3-4 lbs of 
sugar 1 00, 2 47 
Nov. 2 qts kerosene 32, 5 Ibs nails 25, 5 Ibs zinc 63, 1 20 
10 yds print 210, 1 1-2 yds do. 31, 2 shirts 
2 00, thread 25, 4 66 
Dec. 1 Ib tea 88, 5 1-4 yds cass. 4 83, trimming to 
coat 2 87, | 8 58 
1-2 lb saltpetre 10, buttons 02, 5 lbs nails 30, 42 
5 yds flannel 1 55, 3 balls wicking 24, a 79 
Bus. salt 60, 1 bag salt 28, 10 1-4 lbs. zinc 1 28, 2 16 
1 Ib nails 6, 2 gts kerosene 30, 36 


151 30 
Credit by __ Ibs. tallow 2 00 


Superintendent Town Farm. 


James Hook’s bill 
“f * horse $70, int. 4 


Stock and Provisions atthe Almshouse. 


2 1-2 bbls pork 50 00, 1 3-4 bbls beef 24 00, 13 bbls apples 13 00, 
7 bbls cider 7 00, 1 do. vinegar 3 00, 55 bu. corn 55 00, 

10 bu. barley 10 00, 23 do. oats 6 50, 3 1-2 bu. beans 7 00, 

1 bu. peas 2 00, 112 bu. potatoes 33 00, 15 bu. turnips 3 00, 

100 heads cabbage 6 00, 50 Ibs lard 8 00, 50 lbs butter 10 00, 

40 lbs cheese 4 00, 40 Ibs dried apples 2 00, 9 tons E. hay 90 00, 
6 tons run hay 30 00, butts and straw 5 00, 2 yoke oxen 170 00, 
5 cows 125 00, 1 heifer 15 00, 1 horse 75 00, 3 shoats 15 00, 


Improvements on buildings, new wood house, barn house, pig pen, 
Value of provisions and stock last year, 


Drawn from the Treasury 
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The following is a list of the names and ages of the present inmates of the 


Almshouse : 
Nelson Hills - - 44 
John Dunlap - 72 
Philip Shea > ° 72 
Philip Flanders = - 62 
John Flanders - - 4 
Frank Flanders - “ 2 
George Wason - 42 
Peter Morse . - 88 
Abigail Lane . - 56 
Ann Simonds - - 50 
Sarah A. Potter - « 45 
Hannah Morse - 36 


The average number the past year 


Present number 


years. 
“é 


“ce 


13 
12 


The farm has been self-sustaining the past year, with a balance in favor of 
the farm of one hundred and fifty-eight dollars and fifty-one cents. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 
FOR THE SUPPORT OF POOR OFF THE FARM. 


Receipts. 
By cash from Town Treasury 
Expenditures. 
Paid Melvin & Crawford, for supplies for E. B. Keniston 4 07 
For Aramantha Willey 2 16 
Joseph Rand 16 52 
Widow Robinson 3 00 
Dr. J. P. Whittemore, vis. and med. to 
A. Willey 3 00 
Mrs. King 3 36 
E. Osgood 2 50 
S. Rand 7 50 
Emily Busher 4 00 
—— 20 36 
A. H. Read, board of M. Simonds 10 00 


E. Sleeper, for services 


69 11 


69 11 


EDMUND SLEEPER, Overseer of the Poor. 


are 


Or 
oh 


oe 


SCHOOL REPORT. 


To THE CITIZENS oF CHESTER: 


The resignation of Rev. H. O. Howland as Superintending 
School Committee, in July last, rendered it necessary to have 
some one appointed to take charge of the schools the remain- 
ing part of the year. I reluctantly consented to assume this 
responsibility, feeling that there were others in town better 
qualified for this position, and who had more leisure to attend 
to it. The teachers for the summer term were examined by 
Mr. Howland, and their schools closed under his supervision. 
I have visited all the schools of the fall and winter terms once, 
and some of them two and three times, but not as often as 1 
desired, as I think a Committee should call often, without 
ceremony, and without the knowledge of either teacher or 
scholar, and see them in their every-day dress, and not onli 
when fitted up for the occasion. ‘There have been no male 
teachers employed in the schools of this town the past year. 
The policy of employing female teachers in the more remote 
parts of the town, in small schools, I think cannot be ques- 
tioned. But in the larger and more central districts it would 
be better to employ a male teacher, without regard to price, 
provided one of the right kind can be obtained. He should 
possess the right qualifications to instruct and govern, should 
exercise firmness with mildness, decision without harshness, 
and should have his example teach more effectually than pre- 
cept,—one who teaches because he loves to teach, and has 
the consciousness of making an effort for the highest good of 
his fellow beings. When such a teacher can be obtained to 
teach in Districts No. 1 and No. 3, let not the price stand in 
the way of securing his services. 
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The amount of money appropriated by the town was $639 52 
Literary Fund, 125 52 


$765 04 


The above amount was apportioned to each District as 
follows : : 


District No. 1 $181 14 
A a 2. 109 28 
4: us 3 110 27 
* 2. 4 50 80 
RB A 5 43 04 
z: as 6 57 42. 
% es 7 59 64 
‘s 6s 8 T1 48 
ve 43 9 38 6f 
i: deer a 38 91 
- i: 1 in Auburn, 10 00 


: District No.1. 
RUFUS W. MOORE, Prudential Committee. 
Winter Term—Nawncin A. Larkin, Teacher. 


This school closed abruptly on account of the illness of the 
teacher. There was no examination at the close. It was 
visited twice by the Committee and once by Mr. Colby, 
School Commissioner. This school, considering the amount 
of money which is annually expended, is very far from what 
it should be in regard to scholarship, not bearing a favorable 
comparison with many other schools in town which have not 
more than one-half or one-third the amount of money in their 
respective districts. A teacher in this school needs the sym- 
pathy and co-operation of the people in this district. One of 
the most prominent faults is irregularity of attendance. By 
examination of the register of the summer term it appears 
that nearly three-fifths of the entire schooling for this term 
was lost. The fall term was but a little less than one-half. 
Of the winter term there was lost about one-half of the entire 
schooling. No teacher can make any school appear well with 
such irregularity of attendance. Can the people of this dis- 
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trict affurd to lose so good an opportunity to educate their 
children ? 


Mr. B. F. WILSON, Prudential Committee. 


Winter Term — Evizapetu B. Cooxtipan, Teacher. 


Owing to a misunderstanding in regard to the time of 
closing this school, I regret to say, I was not present at the 
closing examination. It was visited once, and I received 
very favorable impressions in regard to both teacher and 
scholar. Miss Coolidge is an experienced teacher, has per- 
fect self'command in school, and the confidence she places in 
her scholars is seldom misplaced. Her course of teaching is 
thorough, and she devotes her energies to her work with an 
earnestness which overcomes all obstacles, and no school un- 
der her instruction can fail to improve. A particular interest 
has been taken in Penmanship, her register showing twenty- 
five out of thirty scholars attending to it. Many of the books 
show decided improvement. Much credit is due Miss C. for 
her neatly kept and well filled register, showing that whatever 
is worth doing at allis well done by her, contrasting with 
several returned to the Committee partially filled out and not 
very correct. 


District No. 3. 
W.E. ROBIE, Prudential Committee. 
Winter Term—M. A. Hazeiton, Teacher. 


The closing examination was such as was anticipated from 
the character of the teacher. Proof was exhibited that the 
time had been diligently and usefully employed. Improve- 
ment in reading and spelling was manifest, and the general 
acquisitions of the pupils were quite satisfactory. The order 
of the school was good. The result of the examination in 
history, geography and arithmetic was quite satisfactory. 
The number of scholars attending to grammar is far too small, 
being only five in a school of fifty-six scholars. The singing 
in this school was very good, and seemed to give relief and 
new energy to the minds of the scholars. ‘The declamations 
and dialogues were well recited, and taking into consideration 
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that no time was taken from regular school hours to prepare 
them, Miss H. deserves much credit. In Penmanship there 
was decided improvement. There were twenty-five bocks 
shown. at examination, while the register of the summer term 
does not show a single book. ‘The government of this school 
was mild yet firm, and though she exacted becoming deference 
to her authority, her influence was sasien: HEN won and secured 
less by fear than affection. 


| District No. 5. 
WILLIAM WEEKS, Prudential Committee. 
Fall Term—S8. A. Hazexton, Teacher. 

This term was very short, having been commenced by Miss. 
Marden, who kept the summer term. We could not reasona- 
bly expect much improvement to be made in a short school of 
five weeks, ‘There is a great want of discipline in this school, 
which is the result of a want of sympathy and co-operation 
with the teacher by the people of the district in maintaining 
good order, If the people of this district desire a good 
school, they should employ an experienced teacher, and then 
give no heed to the complaints of their children, but see that 
they attend school regu! larly, and not take them out of school 
because they are put under wholesome restraint and are taught 
to obey and respect their teacher. 


District No. 6. 

DANIEL P. SPOFFORD, Prudential Committee. 

all Term—-CHastina WaAsoN, Teacher. 

The recitations at the closing examination, in all the vari- 
ous branches of study, gave evidence of a commendable p-o- 
gress. The good order and decorum that characterized the 
school appeared to result, not from severity of discipline, or 
coercive measures or restraint administered in an unkind 
spirit, so much as from a desire to win her pupils to the path 
of obedience by persuasion and gentle reproof. ‘The branch 
most neglected in this school is penmanship. ‘There was, per- 
haps, an unusual absence of preparation by the instructor at 
the closing examination, and this circumstance rendered it less 
of an exhibition than is sometimes witnessed on such an 
occasion. 
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District No. 7. 
LEWIS HIMBALL, Prudential Committee. 

Fall and Winter Term — Avziz 8. Hatt, Teacher. 

This district has for several years enjoyed the enviable 
reputation of having a good school. The people seem to 
appreciate the advantages of a good education, and are willing 
to contribute their money and influence to have their children 
well instructed. ‘The closing examination of this school was 
in many respects interestmg.» A considerable number of the 
parents and friends of the scholars were present, and listened 
with much attention to the varigus exercises. The order of 
the school was good. The reading was generally good. It 
would have been pleasant, however, to have heard in some of 
the readers a louder tone of voice. Interest was added to 
the recitations in geography by the outline maps, the use of 
which seems indispensable to our common schools. ‘The class 
in analysis and parsing appeared well. In examinations in 
arithmetic much use was made of the black-board, and the 
scholars appeared to be syell versed in the rules to which they 
had attended. The class in Colburn’s Arithmetic appeared 
well. Penmanship did not receive the attention which its im- 
portance demands. It was evident that the teacher had la- 
bored faithfully and with a good degree of success; but many 
of the first class having left the school, its comparative stand: 
ing may be not quite up to what it was one year ago. 


District No. 9. 
MARK SANBORN, Prudential Commiitiece. 
Huiza J. Rocers, Teacher. 

Thig school, although the smallest and shortest in town, has 
some very good scholars; proving that scholarship does not 
depend upon the length of the term, but on the improvement 
of the opportunity afforded. This schocl was well taught, and 
good proficiency was made in all the branches of instruction. 
‘The school-house in this district is very badly constructed. 
Willnot the citizens of this district subject themselves to a 
small outlay, and make the floor level and provide some more 
comfortable seats for their children, if they cannot afford a 
new house ? 


20 


District No. 10. 
JAMES D. LANE, Prudential Comuniitee, 
Mary E. SieEeper, Teacher. 


The closing examination gave evidence of effort and faith- 
fulness on the part of the teacher and diligence on the part of 
the scholar. ‘This is Miss Sleeper’s second school; and hav- 
ing made a favorable commencement, it is hoped her fulire 
may be crowned with success. 


GHINERAL REMARKS. 

GraMMAR.—There is a great want of interest in this study. 
In one school of fifty-six scholars, only five study grammar. 
The whole number of scholars in our public schools is 207. 
sixty-six only of this, number attend to grammar. If the 
teacher is confined to the text book, and the scholar is not 
enlightened by verbal instruetion from the teacher, grammar 
will appear to be a dull, uninteresting study. When the 
scholar can see the application of what he learns to the forma- 
tion or analyzation of the language he speaks, the study ceases 
to be a dry formality. Composition should commence with 
the study of grammar, H but the most simple sentence, and 
every scholar should see from the beginning that the study of 
grammar, instead of being a long list of generalities, does 
really teach us to speak and write “correctly. 


ReADING.—There is no branch taught in our common 
schools of more importance than reading. ‘That kind of read- 
ing where proper pauses are made, right emphasis given, with 
proper tones of voice, which convey to the mind of the hearer 
the true meaning of the author, in a clear, distinct and intel- 
ligible manner, is rarely to be found. ‘There is scarey a 
school in town which will bear an examination in the sounds 
of the letters, abbreviations, pauses, and inflections of the 
voice. In some schools the reading lessons are not studied 
at all, the most difficult words not even looked out, but are 
expected to be pronounced by the teacher without any effort 
on the part of the pupil to spell or define. There is too much 
prompting on the part of the teachers. The lessons should 
be thoroughly studied, the hard words spelled and defined, 
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the class questioned in regard to the ideas intended to be con- 
veyed by the author, and then the pupils requested to read 
in a clear, full and distinct tone of voice. No one can read 
well what he does not understand. There should not be a 
single pause passed over, no words miscalled or indistinctly 
pronounced, every mark of inflection observed, with an illus- 
tration by the teacher, if necessary. Shall not this most im- 
portant, useful and ornamental branch receive more attention 
the coming year ? - 

SPELLING.—This branch of education does not receive the 
attention"its importance demands. While the reading lessons 
should be spelled and defined, no teacher should be satisfied 
without stated lessons in the Speller, varying the exercises 
occasionally by writing on slate or black-board,—the more 
advanced scholars required to define, with exercises on the 
sounds of the letters, punctuation and abbreviations. The 
common school is the place to learn these ‘‘ rudiments”’ re- 
quired by law to be taught, as it is generally thought degrading 
“to study such small things in high schools and academies. 

ARITHMETIC.—The practice of leaving arithmetic half 
finished and studying ‘ higher branches” is very bad in our 
common schools, whatever may be thought of it in academies. 
There are scholars in our schools studying algebra and geom- 
etry who do not understand Colburn’s Intellectual or Adams’ 
Arithmetic. Would it not be better to finish one thing at a 
time, and impress. upon the minds of the young the importance 
of doing every thing well? Colburn’s Intellectual is much 
neglected. A thorough knowledge of this book well qualifies 
-any scholar for the common business of life; and not only 
that, it is one of the best studies to discipline the mind to pur- 
sue the hicher branches of mathematics. ‘There is too much 
theory, without the practical application. To get the answer 
seems to be the aim, rather than to fully understand the pro- 
blem. Many young men cipher through the arithmetic, and 
yet would be at a loss to cast the interest on a note with en- 
dorsements, or measure a pile of wood, or estimate the amourt 
of material it would take to build an ordinary house. It is 
the practical application of what is learned which makes good 
business men. 
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PENMANSHIP.— Writing, as a distinct branch in our schools, 
has been so much neglected that it seems almost unfashionable 
to introduce it. Where shall our children learn to write if not 
taught in our common schools? Every scholar in school 
should write. ‘hose who are not old enough to have writing- 
books can have exercises on the slate or black- board, and thus 
every scholar can take an interest in the half hour devoted to 
penmanship. 

Recisters.—It appears that Prudential Committees do 
not understand that they have no right to pay over the money 
to teachers until they present a certificate from thé Superin- 
tending School Committee that their Register has been re- 
turned, filled up according to law. If Prudential Committees 
would require this of every teacher before paying them for 
services, it would save a vast deal of trouble. It does appear, 
from an examination of some of the registers of the past year, 
that some of the teachers thought it unnecessary to conform 
to the regulations of the Board of Education, constituting 
themselves judges of what is’ necessary to be known. One 
omitted one thing, and another something else. One teacher 
omits wages per ‘month, another the column of Moral Deport- 
ment, another Habits of Study, another Rank as a Scholar; 
another fills out the column of No. Days’ Attendance under 
the column of Dismissed, and so on. Only one teacher in 
town applied for a certificate for her register. 

The following statistical table is as correct as the incom- 
plete returns of the registers will allow. 

All of auch 18 respectfully submitted. 

LUTHER FITZ, 8. S. Committee. 
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lars. 


| No. of scholars between 4 and 16. 
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| Average attendance. 

Cases of tardiness. 
| Gases of dismissal 
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Second Term, 
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Lizzie B. Coolidge 2/30/94! 6 (23/35) 5) 9} 10 
Mary A. Hazelton 3/56 6| 12 
Lucy A. Robinson 4|14|14) 0/12} 6} 4) 2} 9 
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Wages per month, including board. 
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